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らない相手の立場にあると想像し，次に相手が自分の立場にあると想像すること（That a man imagine 
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Abstract
　This article considers the role of Thomas Hobbes in the formation of modern egalitarianism. Aristotle argues 
that the inequality of free men and slaves is the natural and inevitable consequence of their unequal natural 
talents. Hobbes critiques this justiﬁcation of slavery and insists that everyone has equal personal rights which he 
thinks are indifferent to the inequality of talents. To illustrate this, Hobbes formulates the subtraction theory of 
rights. First, he postulates the natural state wherein everyone has a natural right to all things, including the lives, 
bodies, liberty and goods of others as well as his/her own. Then, Hobbes theorizes that people make a social 
contract which obliges them to abandon their natural rights to the lives, bodies, liberty and goods of others, 
retaining only their own. Under this contract, the equality of everyone＇s rights is established by observing the 
Golden Rule, which obliges everyone not to do to others what he/she does not want done to himself/herself. 
After this subtraction of rights, everyone obtains equal personal rights to his/her own life, body, liberty and 
goods.
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